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In Catholic theology justification is a term that means the cleansing of 
sin in a person, and the communication by grace of "the righteousness 
of God through faith in Jesus Christ (Rom 3:22) " through Baptism. 
Catholics believe that mankind has inherited original sin through Adam. 
Original sin destroyed the righteousness originally attributed to our 
first parents and created the chasm of sin between God and man. Sin 
separates us from God and thus, by justice, causes death of the soul in 
hell. The Council of Trent affirms that original sin creates a weakness in 
human nature termed concupiscence. Concupiscence weakens the will 
of man toward evil. Human nature and the Jewish law are incapable of 
allowing man in his natural faculties to rise above the fall of mankind 
and the temptations of evil. 
 
Because of the infinite love and mercy of God, Jesus Christ willingly 
paid for our sins by his suffering, crucifixion, and resurrection and thus 
merited the redemption of humanity. This means that provided hu-
mans cooperate by act of free will with God’s grace, a person could be 
justified by the grace of God and become a new creature in Christ.  
Justification of the soul is a work of grace by the Holy Spirit. With this in 
mind, we can define justification as the transformation of the soul from 
the state of original sin to that of grace and divine sonship through  
Jesus Christ.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

THE ANSWERS YOU SEEK 
 

NEVER COME WHEN THE 
 

MIND IS BUSY, THEY COME 
 

WHEN THE MIND IS STILL. 


