
 That these blessings may be abundant and lasting in Christian  
society, it is necessary that the kingship of our Savior should be as 
widely as possible recognized and understood, and to the end nothing 

would serve better than the institution 
of a special feast in honor of the  
Kingship of Christ.  For people are  
instructed in the truths of faith, and 
brought to appreciate the inner joys of 
religion far more effectually by the  
annual celebration of our sacred  
mysteries than by any official  
pronouncement of the teaching of the 
Church.  Such pronouncements usually 
reach only a few and the more learned 
among the faithful; feasts reach them 
all; the former speak but once, the latter 
speak every year in fact, forever.  The 

church's teaching affects the mind primarily; her feasts affect both mind 
and heart, and have a salutary effect upon the whole of man's nature.  
Man is composed of body and soul, and he needs these external  
festivities so that the sacred rites, in all their beauty and variety, may 
stimulate him to drink more deeply of the fountain of God's teaching, 
that he may make it a part of himself, and use it with profit for his  
spiritual life.  
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 Let us explain briefly the nature and meaning of this lordship of 
Christ.  It consists, We need scarcely say, in a threefold power which is  
essential to lordship. This is sufficiently clear from the scriptural testimony 
already adduced concerning the universal dominion of our Redeemer, and 
moreover it is a dogma of faith that Jesus Christ was given to man, not only as 
our Redeemer, but also as a lawgiver, to whom obedience is due.  Not only do 
the gospels tell us that he made laws, but they present him to us in the act of 
making them. Those who keep them show their love for their Divine Master, 
and he promises that they shall remain in his love. He claimed judicial power 
as received from his Father, when the Jews accused him of breaking the  
Sabbath by the miraculous cure of a sick man.  "For neither doth the Father 
judge any man; but hath given all judgment to the Son."  In this power is  
included the right of rewarding and punishing all men living, for this right is 
inseparable from that of judging.  Executive power, too, belongs to Christ, for 
all must obey his commands; none may escape them, nor the sanctions he 
has imposed.  
 
 Christ as our Redeemer, purchased the Church at the price of his own 
blood; as priest he offered himself, and continues to offer himself as a victim 
for our sins.  Is it not evident, then, that his kingly dignity partakes in a  
manner of both these offices?  
 
 It would be a grave error, on the other hand, to say that Christ has no  
authority whatever in civil affairs, since, by virtue of the absolute empire over 
all creatures committed to him by the Father, all things are in his power.   
Nevertheless, during his life on earth he refrained from the exercise of such 
authority, and although he himself disdained to possess or to care for earthly 
goods, he did not, nor does he today, interfere with those who possess them.  
Non eripit mortalia qui regna dat caelestia. 
 
 Thus the empire of our Redeemer embraces all men.  To use the 
words of our immortal predecessor, Pope Leo XIII:  "His empire includes not 
only Catholic nations, not only baptized persons who, though of right  
belonging to the Church, have been led astray by error, or have been cut off 
from her by schism, but also all those who are outside the Christian faith; so 
that truly the whole of mankind is subject to the power of Jesus Christ."   Nor 
is there any difference in this matter between the individual and the family or 
the State; for all men, whether collectively or individually, are under the   

dominion of Christ. In him is the salvation of the individual, in him is the  
salvation of society. "Neither is there salvation in any other, for there is 
no other name under heaven given to men whereby we must be saved."   
He is the author of happiness and true prosperity for every man and for 
every nation.  "For a nation is happy when its citizens are happy.  What 
else is a nation but a number of men living in concord?"  If, therefore, 
the rulers of nations wish to preserve their authority, to promote and 
increase the prosperity of their countries, they will not neglect the  
public duty of reverence and obedience to the rule of Christ.  What we 
said at the beginning of our Pontificate concerning the decline of public 
authority, and the lack of respect for the same, is equally true at the 
present day.  "With God and Jesus Christ," we said, "excluded from  
political life, with authority derived not from God but from man, the 
very basis of that authority has been taken away, because the chief  
reason of the distinction between ruler and subject has been  
eliminated.  The result is that human society is tottering to its fall,  
because it has no longer a secure and solid foundation."  
 
 When once men recognize, both in private and in public life, 
that Christ is King, society will at last receive the great blessings of real 
liberty, well-ordered discipline, peace and harmony.  Our Lord's regal 
office invests the human authority of princes and rulers with a religious 
significance; it ennobles the  citizen's duty of obedience.  It is for this 
reason that Saint Paul, while bidding wives revere Christ in their  
husbands, and slaves respect Christ in their masters, warns them to give 
obedience to them not as men, but as the vicegerents of Christ; for it is 
not meet that men redeemed by Christ should serve their fellow-men.  
"You are bought with a price; be not made the bond-slaves of men."  If 
princes and magistrates duly elected are filled with the persuasion that 
they rule, not by their own right, but by the mandate and in the place of 
the Divine King, they will exercise their authority piously and wisely, and 
they will make laws and administer them, having in view the common 
good and also the human dignity of their subjects.  The result will be a 
stable peace and tranquility, for there will be no longer any cause of 
discontent.  Men will see in their king or in their rulers men like  
themselves, perhaps unworthy or open to criticism, but they will not on 
that account refuse obedience if they see reflected in them the  
authority of Christ, God and Man.  Peace and harmony, too, will result; 
for with the spread and the universal extent of the kingdom of Christ 
men will become more and more conscious of the link that binds them 
together, and thus many conflicts will be either prevented entirely or at 
least their bitterness will be diminished.  


